JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Date Initially Posted: July 28, 2011

Communications/PR Director  (2-days a week initially)
Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice, Inc. - Montgomery, Alabama

BACKGROUND 

Alabama Appleseed is a non-profit, non-partisan organization founded in 1999 to identify root causes of injustice and inequality in the State of Alabama, and craft practical, lasting solutions through legal advocacy, community activism, and policy expertise.
Communications Director – Alabama Appleseed seeks a part time (2-days a week) staff person to direct and coordinate our organization’s communications and public relations activities. This staff person must be well-versed and have relevant work experience in all major aspects of electronic and social media technologies and overall excellent computer/internet skills. This staff person will work out of our offices in Montgomery. 

RESPONSIBILITIES

The Communications Director will work with and under the supervision of Alabama Appleseed’s Executive Director.  Representative specific responsibilities include, but not limited to:

· Coordinate our overall communications/public relations efforts;

· Work with Appleseed staff to develop and implement strategies to communicate the organization’s initiatives and successes;
· Write press releases, newsletter articles, talking points and other materials;
· Manage production and execution of Appleseed’s quarterly newsletter, e-Alert communications related to Appleseed’s advocacy projects; and other announcements, as needed;

· Manage Appleseed’s website, ensuring that information is kept up to date;
· Lead Appleseed’s social media presence (Twitter, Facebook, etc.);

· Develop and maintain an appropriate blog related to one or more of Appleseed’s advocacy projects;
· Work with staff to develop appropriate messaging for written promotional materials and power point presentations for use in speaking engagements about Appleseed and its advocacy projects;
· Communicate Appleseed’s initiatives and successes to multiple, diverse audiences;
· Maintain external communications mailing lists (press, donor, prospect, etc.); and
· Review grant applications with staff and offer suggestions from a communications perspective.

QUALIFICATIONS

· College graduate with BS, BA, or master’s degree in communications, public relations, journalism, or related fields. 
· Expertise in all social media technologies, including facebook, twitter, blogs, and the like. 
· Work experience with social media technologies, including Facebook and Twitter and the like.
· Experience with non-profit or non-profit advocacy organization preferred. 
· Journalism experience helpful.
· Excellent research, analytic, and writing skills. 

· Knowledge and awareness of state news media outlets and organizations.
· Strong interpersonal skills and ability to effectively build and maintain community relationships. 
· Ability to work in a team-oriented and collaborative environment. 

· Demonstrated commitment to public interest justice advocacy. 
SALARY AND BENEFITS
This part time position offers a competitive non-profit salary based on education and experience, with an allowance for health insurance.  Starting date September 1, 2011. Position is open until filled.  
TO APPLY: Please send a cover letter, resume, writing sample and three references via email to John Pickens at: john.pickens@alabamaappleseed.org 
