
November 2011 

APR Readiness  
Review 

Tuesday—November 8 
11:45 a.m. 

Montgomery Country Club 
 

Michael Tullier  
Manager  

Development Communications 
& Marketing  

Auburn University 
Members $18 

Non-members: $20 
 

RSVP to Julie Joyner 
jjoyner@riverregionunitedway.org 

 

PRCA will accepts checks on the day 
of the workshop or bill members 

 

SPECIAL NOTE 

Members who make reservations 
for chapter luncheons but fail to 

cancel by noon the Friday prior to 
the meeting ARE responsible for 
payment. We will invoice you! 

CHAPTER  MEET ING  Letter from the President 

A s November 
approaches 
each year, it 

always reminds me 
to give pause and 
express thanks for all 
of the wonderful 
things that have en-
riched my life each 
year.  

One of the things 
for which I am so 
thankful is the time I 
have been able to 
spend with all of you 
as President of the 
Public Relations Council 
of Alabama-Montgomery 
Chapter. You all have enriched my 
life in so many ways both personally 
and professionally and I will always 
be grateful. I have learned how to 
become a better PR practitioner, 
speaker, risk-taker, listener, and 
leader because of all that you have 
taught me.  

As you all know, we have elected 
a new board of directors (which you 
can find in this newsletter) who will 
be installed at our November meet-
ing and are in preparations to begin a 
new year for 2012 under the leader-
ship of Diane Christy. I am so ex-
cited for them and all of the fun 
things they have in store for the new 
year. I know that their lives will be 
greatly enriched by all of the won-
derful things leadership in PRCA 
will bring them.    

  
Speaking of the 
November meeting 
and being enriched, 
I hope you will 
make plans to join 
us for our Novem-
ber monthly meet-
ing. Not only will 
you have the op-
portunity to learn 
from Michael Tul-
lier, APR about 
some great things 
covered in the Ac-
creditation exam, 

but it will be our last monthly meet-
ing of the year. Be sure to 
not miss our last chance 

to get together in a formal setting for 
2011. We will close out the year in 
December with a really fun social. 
Details will be coming in your e-
mail box soon. 

I hope that this Thanksgiving you 
are able to think back over your year 
in PRCA and be thankful for all that 
it has brought to your life both per-
sonally and professionally. I know I 
sure will! I look forward to seeing 
you soon.  
 
All my best,  
 

Lara Lewis 
2011 PRCA 
Montgomery President  

  Lara Lewis 
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Congratulations—2012 PRCA-Montgomery Board of Directors 

Office                                  Name                             
President                              Diane Christy                
President-Elect                     Melissa George             
VP Communications             Cindy Scott                     
VP Education                        Nancy Dennis                 
VP Membership                    Meg Lewis                      
VP Programs                        Mark Ingram                    
VP Projects                           Tiffany Bell                       
VP Students                          Melody Kitchen                
Secretary                               Kristi Gates                     
Treasurer                               Amy Odom                       
Historian                                Buffy Lockette                  
Member-at-Large                  Victoria Belton                  
Past President                       Lara Lewis                    

The Public Relations Council of 
Alabama is filled with many talented 
and dedicated practitioners and we 
want to recognize you for all of your 
hard work! Each quarter, we will pre-
sent one hard-working member with a 
“Star of the Quarter” plaque at our 
general membership meetings. 

The award recipient will have gone 
above and beyond in their dedication 
to the practice and to PRCA through 
attendance at meetings, socials, and 
donates their PR skills and time to the 
community.  

If you have a nomination for the 
award, please send it to Carol 
Gunter—cgunter@montgomeryal.gov 
or Lori Moneyham- 
lori.moneyham@arec.alabama.gov. 

Nominate a 
Star of  the 
Quar ter  

Public Relations Council of Alabama Joins Forces with AIM to Promote Good Cause 

T he Montgomery chapter of the 
Public Relations Council of 
Alabama (PRCA) is joining 

forces with Aid to Inmate Mothers 
(AIM) to increase the community’s 
awareness of the AIM organization and 
its purpose – to assist incarcerated moth-
ers and their children after leaving 
prison. 

The first partnership project will be to 
build on AIM’s “Pack-a-Purse” pro-
gram.  This assignment will help fulfill 
the needs of women as they leave Ala-
bama’s prison systems.  Nearly 60 
women are released from prison each 
month with little or no resources or fam-
ily support.  The goal of “Pack-a-Purse” 
is to provide services for these women 
that will assist in positive lifestyle 
changes while they make their transition 
back into society. Throughout the months 

of November and December, the PRCA 
Montgomery Chapter will be collecting 
purses, tote bags or back packs (new or 
gently used) filled with necessary items 
such as:  

· Toiletry Items 

· New Undergarments (including  
  plus sizes) 

· Gift Cards (Wal-Mart, Target,  
  etc.) 

· Pick-me-up Items (make up,  
  movie/restaurant gift cards, etc.) 

· Pajamas 

· Monetary Donations (Check or  
  money order made payable to  
  Aid to Inmate Mothers) 

Drop off locations include the Montgom-
ery Area Visitor Center in downtown 
Montgomery and the United Methodist 

Children’s Home at 3140 Zelda Court.  

PRCA members are excited about this 
partnership with AIM to continue in the 
promotion of the organization’s mission.  
For more information or to get involved 
contact Morgan Berney, Vice President 
of Projects for PRCA (334-261-1114) or 
Karen Carr, Reentry Coordinator for 
AIM (334-262-2245).   
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Nominations are 
being accepted 
 

E ach year, our chapter nomi-
nates someone for the Pro-
fessional Achievement 

Award and Educator of the Year. Our 
chapter’s nominees are due to the 
state board by December 1, 2011; 
therefore, it’s time to do some think-
ing. Please send the names of any of 
our chapter members who you think 
would represent our chapter well to  
President Lara Lewis 
(llewis@mmfa.org). The winners will 
be announced at the State Conference 
coming up April in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. 
Guidelines are below:    
Philip R. Forest Professional 
Achievement Award Guidelines: 
This award is the highest honor be-
stowed by the Public Relations Coun-
cil of Alabama to a single practitioner.  

It is given to recognize public rela-
tions practitioners who are out-
standing in the field of public rela-
tions. One practitioner may be se-
lected each year; however, judges also 
are given the option of not selecting a 
winner in any given year.  

The winner, along with all the 
nominees, will be recognized at the 
annual PRCA State Conference in 
April and will go on to represent our 
state in the SPRF PAA Award Com-
petition.  

A nominee must have been em-
ployed full-time in the field of public 
relations for a minimum of five years 
and be a member in good standing of 
the Public Relations Council of Ala-
bama.  

Educator of the Year Award 
Guidelines:  

Eligibility: Full-time faculty mem-
bers teaching in a public relations/ 
journalism/communication curricu-
lum, at any rank, who are members of 
the Public Relations Council of Ala-
bama are eligible for nomination. The 
recipient of this award will go onto 
represent our state in the SPRF Edu-
cator of the Year Award Competition.  

SPECIAL REMINDER: There will be no December Luncheon SPECIAL REMINDER: There will be no December Luncheon 
Meeting, but December Social Details will be coming soon!! Meeting, but December Social Details will be coming soon!! 
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The starting salary for a PR specialist is … 
by Michael Sebastian– Ragan’s PR Daily 

A  new report from the 
staffing firm Robert Half 
International says that 

starting salaries in the PR and mar-
keting fields are expected to grow by 
3.5 percent in 2012.  

By comparison, starting salaries in 
the legal field are expected to see a 
1.9 percent bump, while IT profes-
sionals will likely see a 4.5 percent 
increase. The average increase for all 
office workers is 3.4 percent. 

The report also reveals average 
starting salaries for a number of posi-
tions in the PR and marketing fields. 
For instance, the starting salary for a 
PR specialist in a corporate environ-
ment, with one to five years of ex-
perience, ranges from $38,750 to 

$60,500. PR specialists with more 
than five years of experience can 
expect a starting salary of between 
$59,000 and $82,750, according to 
the report.  

The report notes that while starting 
salaries will likely increase, the hir-
ing climate in the U.S. and Canada is 
expected to tighten as employers take 
more time to fill available jobs. Ac-
cording to the National Association 
for Business Economics, U.S. com-
panies have scaled back their plans 
to hire during the remainder of 2011 
due to predictions about ongoing 
slow growth.  

Here’s the full breakdown of PR 
jobs:  

 

New Members 
Welcome Andrea Salvador , 

marketing and communications 
assistant - Electric Cities of Ala-
bama. Electric Cities of Alabama is 
a coalition of the state’s municipally 
owned electric utilities. David 
Mowery, chairman—Mowery 
Consulting Group, oversees a full-
service political consulting firm and 
public relations firm in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, specializing in politi-
cal campaign strategy, and media 
buying.  

Please welcome both of these 
new members to the Public Rela-
tions Council of Alabama—
Montgomery Chapter. When you 
see Elizabeth or David at our next 
monthly meeting, please be sure to 
say hello. 

PRCA Montgomery is a monthly publication for PRCA’s Montgomery Chapter members. For the  most up-to-date information, 
visit www.prcamontgomery.org. Please send all job announcements, news items, updates and comments to  

Robert Burns at rburns@hmmausa.com and indicate “PRCA” in the subject line. 


