
October 2011 

Medallion Awards 
Entry Tips 

Tuesday—October 11 
11:45 a.m. 

Montgomery Country Club 
 

Leigh Perry-Herndon  
Vice President,  

Communications & Marketing  
Mobile Area  

Chamber of Commerce 
Members $18 

Non-members: $20 
 

RSVP to Julie Joyner 
jjoyner@riverregionunitedway.org 

 

PRCA will accepts checks on the day 
of the workshop or bill members 

 
 

SPECIAL NOTE 

Members who make reservations 
for chapter luncheons but fail to 

cancel by noon the Friday prior to 
the meeting ARE responsible for 
payment. We will invoice you! 

CHAPTER  MEET ING  Letter from the President 

A s the 
leaves 
begin to 

change with a new 
season, so is it a new 
season for the Public 
Relations Council of 
Alabama. I can’t be-
lieve another fabu-
lous year has passed 
so quickly!  

Internally, we 
have slated a new 
board of directors 
(which you can find 
in this newsletter) 
and are in preparations to 
begin a new year for 
2012 under the leadership of Diane 
Christy. Once elected, the new offi-
cers will be installed in November, 
have a transitional board meeting in 
December, and be ready to begin a 
year of service beginning January 
2012.  

While that is going on internally, 
our current board has been hard at 
work this fall and is working on 
plans to finish out our year with a 
bang! I am so proud of all that our 
chapter has accomplished this fall. 
Thanks to our hard-working commit-
tee, we hosted a successful One-Day 
Educational Workshop at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Old Clover-
dale--a beautiful, centrally-located 
facility. The event featured Dr. Joe 
Trahan and a panel of crisis commu-
nication experts. We all received 

some fantastic me-
dia training and 
crisis planning 
techniques. 

I hope you will 
make plans to join 
us for our October 
and November 
monthly meetings. 
October will fea-
ture Leigh Perry-
Herndon, incoming 
state board presi-
dent. She will give 
us an overview on 
award entries for 

our state and regional 
conferences, a topic 

many of you indicated you were in-
terested in learning more about.  

Make plans in November to hear 
from Michael Tullier, APR. Michael 
will be featured during our last edu-
cational session of the year. As you 
know, we have had four educational 
sessions focusing on topics covered 
on the APR exam. I hope you have 
found these sessions to be helpful 
and in-depth as we work hard to 
serve as your go-to source for public 
relations education.  

I hope this fall leaves you with as 
much to be excited about as me and I 
look forward to seeing you soon.  
   
All my best,  
 

Lara Lewis 
2011 PRCA 

  Lara Lewis 
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Beginning in 
November, 
PRCA will be-
gin awarding 
$1,000 each fall 
and spring to the 
most deserving 
part-time or full-
time student. 
The application will be available 
online later this month and the dead-
line for this fall's award is Friday, 
Oct. 28, 2011.  

Criteria for the scholarship: 

* You must be an active member 
of the PRCA Montgomery Chapter 
and/or your local student chapter. 
Meaning you must have attended 
two or more professional or student 
chapter meetings in a calendar year.  

* You are currently enrolled in an 
accredited Alabama university. 

PRCA scholarship available now! 
* You are working towards a de-

gree in communications, public rela-
tions, marketing or in a related field 

* GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale  

The application is on the PRCA 
Montgomery Chapter Web site or if 
you have any questions, please con-
tact Melody Kitchen at (334) 273-
4389 or mrkitchen@baptistfirst.org. 

The Public Relations Council of 
Alabama is filled with many talented 
and dedicated practitioners and we 
want to recognize you for all of your 
hard work! Each quarter, we will pre-
sent one hard-working member with a 
“Star of the Quarter” plaque at our 
general membership meetings. 

The award recipient will have gone 
above and beyond in their dedication 
to the practice and to PRCA through 
attendance at meetings, socials, par-
ticipated in PRCA-driven events and 
initiatives, and donates their PR skills 
and time to the community.  

If you have a nomination for the 
award, please send it to Carol 
Gunter—cgunter@montgomeryal.gov 
or Lori Moneyham- 
lori.moneyham@arec.alabama.gov. 

Nominate a 
Star of  the 
Quar ter  

Cast Your Vote for the 2012 PRCA Board 
Office Name Write-in Candidate 

President Diane Christy  

President-Elect Melissa George  

VP Communications Cindy Scott  

VP Education Nancy Dennis  

VP Membership Meg Lewis  

VP Programs Mark Ingram  

VP Projects Tiffany Bell  

VP Students Melody Kitchen  

Secretary Kristi Gates  

Treasurer Amy Odom  

Historian Buffy Lockette  

Member-at-Large Victoria Belton  

Past President Lara Lewis  

Board Advisor Carol Gunter  

Y ou are hereby invited to inspect and 
cast your ballot for the 2012 PRCA 
Board. Below is a list of candidates 

recommended by the nominating committee 
and who have agreed to serve.  

You may vote for the slate, or write-in 
candidates in the space provided. The ballot 
may be returned by e-mail to PRCA Secre-
tary, Julie Joyner —  
jjoyner@riverregionunitedway.org.  

Ballots NOT returned shall be considered 
an affirmative vote.  

Please cast your ballot 
on or before the close 
of business on Friday, 
October 28, 2011. 
Newly elected officers 
will be sworn in at our 
November monthly 
meeting.  
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Nominations are 
being accepted 
 

E ach year, our chapter nomi-
nates someone for the Pro-
fessional Achievement 

Award and Educator of the Year. Our 
chapter’s nominees are due to the 
state board by December 1, 2011; 
therefore, it’s time to do some think-
ing. Please send the names of any of 
our chapter members who you think 
would represent our chapter well to  
President Lara Lewis 
(llewis@mmfa.org). The winners will 
be announced at the State Conference 
coming up April in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. 
Guidelines are below:    
Philip R. Forest Professional 
Achievement Award Guidelines: 
This award is the highest honor be-
stowed by the Public Relations Coun-
cil of Alabama to a single practitioner.  

It is given to recognize public rela-
tions practitioners who are out-
standing in the field of public rela-
tions. One practitioner may be se-
lected each year; however, judges also 
are given the option of not selecting a 
winner in any given year.  

The winner, along with all the 
nominees, will be recognized at the 
annual PRCA State Conference in 
April and will go on to represent our 
state in the SPRF PAA Award Com-
petition.  

A nominee must have been em-
ployed full-time in the field of public 
relations for a minimum of five years 
and be a member in good standing of 
the Public Relations Council of Ala-
bama.  

Educator of the Year Award 
Guidelines:  

Eligibility: Full-time faculty mem-
bers teaching in a public relations/ 
journalism/communication curricu-
lum, at any rank, who are members of 
the Public Relations Council of Ala-
bama are eligible for nomination. The 
recipient of this award will go onto 
represent our state in the SPRF Edu-
cator of the Year Award Competition.  

Congrats to Senior Practi t ioners: 
Diane Christy and Nancy Dennis 

T he Southern Pub-
lic Relations Fed-
eration (SPRF) 

recently honored 10 of its 
veteran members with the 
distinguished designation of 
Senior Practitioner, pre-
sented during the Federa-
tion’s annual conference on 
October 3, 2011. 

Each year, SPRF member 
organizations, including the Public 
Relations Council of Alabama 
(PRCA), and their respective chap-
ters are invited to nominate up to two 
professionals per chapter for the 
SPRF Senior Practitioner designa-
tion.  

The 2011 Montgomery Chapter 
recipients of this designation are: 
Diane Christy and Nancy Dennis.  
The senior practitioner designation 
was established to honor members of 
SPRF who are recognized by their 
peers as veteran public relations pro-
fessionals with high ethical standing. 
Members may only receive the des-
ignation one time in their career. 

Nomination and selection is made 
by each local chapter based on crite-
ria set by the SPRF. To receive the 
designation “Senior Practitioner,” a 
recipient must meet three of the fol-
lowing four criteria: 

 
•  15 years of full-time public       
 relations experience 

•  Accreditation by the NAPRC      
    member organization 
•  Officer or board member at   
 chapter, state or SPRF level  
•  Recognition of professionalism as 
 evidenced by such awards as 
 Practitioner of the Year, Lantern 
 Award or similar honor. 

        Diane Christy          Nancy Dennis 

Educational Mini-Session Scheduled for November Luncheon 

Make plans now to join us for the last edu-
cational mini-session of 2011 during our 
November 8, 2011 luncheon. Michael Tul-
lier, APR, will present the keynote address 
during lunch and the educational session 
afterward. 

Tullier serves as the manager of Develop-
ment Communications and Marketing at 
Auburn University and is also the chair of 
PRSA’s National Accreditation Marketing 
Task Force. A former PRCA state president, 
he has also served as director of external 
relations for the College of Education at Au-
burn and is a former national chair of the 
Universal Accreditation Board. 

Michael Tullier 
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2011 Ingram Lecture to focus on citizen journalism 

L inda 
Steiner, 
presi-

dent of the As-
sociation for 
Education in 
Journalism and 
Mass Communi-
cation, will dis-
cuss citizen 
journalism at 
Auburn Univer-
sity at Mont-
gomery on Oct. 
30, 7:30 p.m., in 
Goodwyn Hall 
room 109. This 
free event is the 
2011 installment 
of AUM’s an-
nual Robert In-
gram Lecture Se-
ries in Mass Communication. 

Steiner is a professor and director 
of graduate studies and research at 
the University of Maryland’s Phillip 
Merrill College of Journalism. An 
expert on gender and feminist ethics, 
her most recent work focuses on citi-
zen journalism and potential partner-
ships between professional and ama-
teur journalists. In addition to presid-
ing over the largest organization of 
journalism and media researchers 
and educators, she is also president 
of the Council of Communication 
Associations. 

“Dr. Steiner's insights into current 

issues in journalism and the media 
will be beneficial to students in a 
variety of disciplines, as well as pro-
fessionals in the community,” said 
Nelya McKenzie, interim head of the 

AUM Depart-
ment of Com-
munication and 
Dramatic Arts. 
“We look for-
ward to having 
her on our cam-
pus." 

The Ingram Lec-
ture Series was 
established in 
1989 in honor of 
Alabama politi-
cal reporter and 
commentator 
Bob Ingram. For 
more than half a 
century, Ingram 
gave Alabam-
ians an insider’s 
view of the 

state’s political 
workings as a writer for the Chero-
kee County Herald, Gadsden Times 
and Montgomery Advertiser.  

Sponsored by the AUM Depart-
ment of Communication and Dra-
matic Arts and the Office of Ad-
vancement, the series has brought 
some of the nation’s top journalists 
and writers to Montgomery over the 
past two decades. Speakers have in-
cluded Howell Raines of the New 
York Times, John Cochran of NBC 
News, “Forrest Gump” author 
Winston Groom and local favorites 
like Paul Finebaum and Kathryn 
Tucker Windham.  

Media contact: Nelya McKenzie, 
334-244-3379 or 
nmckenzi@aum.edu  

Linda Steiner 

New Member 
Welcome Elizabeth Williams, 
Community Event Coordinator for 
Baptist Health, to the Public Rela-
tions Council of Alabama—
Montgomery Chapter. When you 
see Elizabeth at our next monthly 
meeting, please be sure to say hello. 

Thank You 
Morgan Berney would like to thank 
everyone who came to help judge 
the North Florida Chapter’s PRism 
awards.  We worked as a team and 
was able to get the project com-
pleted.  We will soon be in full gear 
for our upcoming holiday project.   

Inspiring Steve Jobs quotes 
to pin to your wall 

Steve Jobs not only changed the 
way we interact with technology, but 
also inspired a loyalty that went be-
yond mere branding—he created a 
lifestyle for Apple customers.  

Along the way, Jobs also provided 
inspiration on a variety of other top-
ics. These quotes come from The 
Wall Street Journal, which compiled 
them in August when Jobs resigned 
as CEO of Apple.  
“It’s more fun to be a pirate than to 
join the navy.” 

 Can you say this about your 
workplace?  
“We’re just enthusiastic about what 
we do.”  

“Stay hungry, stay foolish.” 

Sometimes, focus groups aren’t 
the answer.  
“For something this complicated, 
it’s really hard to design products by 
focus groups. A lot of times, people 
don’t know what they want until you 
show it to them.”  
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PRCA Montgomery is a monthly publication for PRCA’s Montgomery Chapter members. For the  most up-to-date information, 
visit www.prcamontgomery.org. Please send all job announcements, news items, updates and comments to  

Robert Burns at rburns@hmmausa.com and indicate “PRCA” in the subject line. 

2011 Professional Develop-
ment Workshop a Success! 
 

P RCA Montgomery’s 2011 Profes-
sional Development workshop was a 
great success! On September 13, 

almost 40 members convened at Trinity Pres-
byterian Church’s new Trinity Hall for Dr. 
Joe Trahan’s “When the Stuff Hits the 
Gumbo Pot” presentation. In an interesting 
and entertaining way, Dr. Trahan gave work-
shop attendees great advice on how to pre-
pare for and communicate during crises, how 
to handle the press, and the importance of 
social media. 

After lunch, those in attendance were 
treated to the riveting stories of Izzy Gould, a 
reporter from al.com, and Marion Steinberg, 
former managing editor of the Crimson 
White, who were integral in communicating 
during the tornado disasters of April 27. 
Gould and Steinberg both relied on Twitter to 
share information and updates, resulting in 
supplies being directed to the areas that 
needed the most help and information being 
shared to thousands. 

Survey results show that the workshop was 
very well received, with all aspects of the 
workshop—topic, speaker, facility, 
lunch/break snacks, timeframe, price and 
overall workshop experience—all receiving 
ratings of “excellent”. 

Many thanks to the main sponsors of the 
workshop: Davis Direct, Hyundai Motor 
Manufacturing of Alabama and LWT. Many 
thanks also to those who donated door prizes: 
Alabama Society of CPAs, Friends of the 
Alabama Governor’s Mansion, Montgomery 
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, Montgomery 
Museum of Fine Arts, PowerSouth and Trin-
ity Presbyterian Church. 

Lastly, many thanks to the workshop plan-
ning committee for their hard work in making 
this year’s workshop a success: Victoria Bel-
ton, Morgan Berney, Robert Burns, Diane 
Christy, Mark Ingram, Nia Johnson, Ashley 
Layson, Lori Moneyham, and Edith Parten. 


